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fluence of the Holy Spirit, told them that it was
expedient so to do."c Certainly, if this. is what
Middleton set about to do, he had not a difficult task
before him.

98.  Yet Lord Barrington,  before Middleton, had
"implied that the question lay between the same two
issues.    " There cannot be much doubt/' he says, " of
these gifts lasting as much longer as the oldest of
these lived to whom St. John imparted them. . . ,
Irenseus, speaking of the prophetic gifts, mentions the
gift of tongues and the discernment of spirits.    And
that these did not last longer seems to have been the
case in fact, since Irenseus, who died about the year
190, in a very old age, speaks of his having seen these
gifts, but says nothing of his own having them."d That
is, Barrington makes no medium between a definite
transmission of the gift from Christian to Christian
.by imposition of hands or similar formal act, such as
would involve Irenaeus's own possession of it, an,d on
the other hand its having utterly failed.    Irenaeus saw
the gift, he had it not> therefore it was failing in his
time; else he would have had it.

99.  What ecclesiastical history rather inculcates is
the doctrine of an abiding presence of Divinity such
as dwelt upon the Ark, showing itself as it would,
and when it would, and without fixed rules; which

c Kaye's Tertull. p. 104.    ,
<* Vol. i. pp. 221, 222, ed. 1828.